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INTRODUCTION 
 
We are living in the society where there is a democracy as a main political regime in 
the western society. Democracy didn’t help every situation in the European countries, 
some of the communities are still suffer of their autonomous and have been fighting 
for that until nowadays, and still don’t have any answer from the government.  
In nowadays it is necessary to live according to the democratization that tends to the 
independency of nations that the idea in the world tends to achieve for the better 
future. 
Despite the democratization that proposes the European Union countries government, 
we still see nations who are fighting to get their own freedom from domination. The 
idea of democracy in the nation supposed to give to the population the type of society 
that people want to live in. 
The Basque community in Spain has been fighting for their autonomous and self-
governance for many years now, and this have bring many trouble between nation and 
conflict in Spain. Group of violence where created to fight for their self-governance. 
ETA was created a terrorist group of violence and separatist, that is the group 
resistance among the Basques to central Spanish authority fighting to get what they 
wanted. 
This way of violence they call nationalism has been affected many years the population 
in Spain and has brought many fear in the society.  
Nationalism is a fear of losing identity. It can mean a fear or version to not only loose 
of identity for nation or  people from other countries but also for other cultures. This 
has been a big problem for Spanish government and the population. That is why we 
were thinking in our group it is important to know the form of nationalism using by 
ETA and fine out how to eradicate that menace from our diverse civilizations and 
nation.  
If the Basque community is fighting for their autonomous by using the nationalism and 
violence, it is because their self-government is very important for the citizen in the 
Basque Country. Even though the self-government is a part of democracy, this 
supposed to put an emphasis and finding common values that support human rights or 
community rights. 
Despite the fact that the Basque community have their own language and are using 
the Spanish as national language, they still want to have their own autonomous. They 
have been under Spanish government for many decade but there still many answers 
questions about why they have never been agree to live under the Spanish 
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government and still consider them self as non-Spanish. The Basque people have an 
extremely unique and separate culture from the rest of Spain. Euskera, the Basque 
language which has very little in common with Spanish, is an official language of the 
autonomous community. All signs and announcements are in Euskera, as well as 
Spanish. Most street names are Basque and all schools must teach lessons in Euskera 
We believe that the nationalism has a big influence toward Basque population and this 
is what we would focus on, and would help us a lot to approach the situation and to 
understand their behavior.  
The Basque community started to see themselves as different from the Spanish and 
this created the concept of “us” and them in the society because they don’t want to 
consider themselves as Spanish people. 
Moreover society started to have division and that bring problem within population, 
and it is not possible to stay without paying attention to the situation and to find out 
what kind of effect this ETA violence has on people in Spain. 
If the Spanish society and the Basque community are in this situation of violence, there 
have been a reason for the beginning of the resistance and something should be done 
because they often come back after dropping the weapon, this ETA group always come 
back with the violence and terrorism in Spain and the Spanish population is tired to 
experimented the same situation again and again. 
Our project will therefore be devoted to highlighting the characteristics of and causes 
to and effects of, nationalism through the use of psychological and sociological 
theories, especially we will analyze or focus on the understanding of the nationalism in 
nation. 
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MOTIVATION 
The inspiration to investigate in this project comes from the fact that the Basque 
community thinks that there are not Spanish anymore and want to live by themselves 
and have their own autonomous different from the Spanish government. 
A fear of the coming back the Basque movement with the ETA group that they have 
created with the terrorist in Spain any time that they decided to fight again. The 
Basque nationalism has been existing from always for two person of this group have 
listened about the terrorism for their whole life. In Spain this is a crucial topic because 
for many years this feeling caused a lot of deaths by the terrorist group ETA. 
Although in our project ETA is not the main topic it’s really important factor, because 
of it it’s so popular this nationalism. A hard movement to fight for their independence 
from Spain, it’s an important feature. But this is after all important for the Basque 
nationalism. 
In Spain there is fear in the population, because ETA said no to the arms so many 
times, and never kept their promise. And the last time they said they have stop, was 
the 20th of October of 2011. But the Spanish people are still scared because they keep 
on coming back with violence. 
Based on such concern, we want to investigate and find out what the reason for such a 
behaviors, what are the cause of the Basque movement in Spain. 
Our goal will be to show ways and how to contribute to end the movement, also to 
have a clean understanding on how the Spanish government could help to stop the 
movement by given some alternative solution for the Basque autonomous solution. 
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PROBLEM AREA 
The Basque country is an autonomous community based on the statute of autonomy 
of the Basque country. The Basque people have managed to preserve their self-
identifying characteristics throughout the centuries and today a large part of the 
population expressed their desire to be self governed. 
During many decades they have been under much different Spanish government but 
their decided to be by their own. This has been a difficult political situation in Spain 
and has come to a formation of group of terrorists who have kills many people. In 
nowadays, they think that should be able to have their own rules and laws 
independently from Spain.    
Two of our group member are from Spain and they have been living in the fear of the 
coming back conflict that have been going through Spain and Basque, since the time 
they have  started to fight for their autonomous ,and the use of the violence to get to 
that. 
We will try to understand and analyze in our analytical chapter the concept of nation 
and the violence of ETA, why the keep on coming back with fight in the Spanish 
country and we will concentrate on analyzing the theory of nationalism .We would 
search for possible solution to this type of violence and the reason why they have been 
doing that. 
We will use the qualitative data to understand the division of the Basque community 
from Spain by the Basque separatism and the creation of ETA group within their 
community and to  analyze why  ETA  still come back and fight for the autonomous of 
Basque Country. 
In order to outline that, we would study ETA ideology en detail because it will give us 
evidence of the creation and formation of the violence. It will be relevant for our 
project to see how this movement has become violence. 
Problem formulation 
How can Basque nationalism be understood by the Spanish government? 
Working questions: 
- What are the main reasons why the Basque community is fighting to get the 
independence? 
- Why is ETA important in the Basque nationalism?  
- How is the Spanish government responding to these manifestations of 
separatism?  
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NATIONALISM 
Nationalism is the love for one's country and the willingness to defend it. Wars, though 
harmful, faster a spirit of unitary among the people. The moment there is a threat to 
the nation from an enemy, the patriotic feelings of the people are aroused. (Manish 
Rajkoomar) 
Nationalism is the inspiration of the people in the same nation to be together. A social 
reformer, an ideal statesman are all patriots in the true sense of the term. The 
Nationalist rejoice in the glory of their country. The spirit of the nationalism is to be by 
diverse people of nation into strong bond or agreement. At the moment that there is 
threat to the nation from an enemy, the patriotic feelings of the people are excited to 
fight against the enemy. They forget their differences of class to fight together. They 
stand behind their leaders to fight against the enemy. Nationalism use extraordinary 
courage   to ordinary men and women to accomplish what they want or what they are 
fighting for.  
For Eric Hobsbawm there are two types of nationalism and nation are made by 
nationalists. The first type is civic and democratic political nationalism, modeled on the 
kind of citizen nation who can also be link to the ethno-linguistics and characterized by 
self-determination as sovereign nationalism. The other type is concern with popular 
beliefs and sentiments and becomes a community-based view from below. They can 
have the same political bonds to fight for modern nationalism. (Anthony d. Smith, 
1998. P. 122) 
For him nationalism is a substitute of lost dream, a reaction of disappointments of 
large hopes and inspiration, and historical it is no longer at it were before for many 
decade, in nowadays  it seems to be more complicated for population. 
Benedict Anderson in his sensitive study has defined the new nation of our imagination 
as a sovereign but limited community, an essentially abstract mental construct. 
(Anthony D. Smith, 1998. P. 169) 
The imagined communities that almost every society has dream to have can only be in 
our imagination or the abs trait. He concedes that all communities larger than a village 
with face to face contact are imagined, because its members will never meet, know 
each other, and in the mind of each lives the image of their communities that they 
have and would like to have. 
The example of the Basques community, they are so proud of the uniqueness of their 
culture, and are fighting to get to that uniqueness, they don’t consider themselves as 
Spanish. Some refuse to speak Spanish, insisting that Euskera is the proper language 
for the Basque Country. Tragically, the group most commonly associated with Basque 
nationalism is the extremist terrorist group the ETA, which has been responsible for 
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hundreds of deaths through bombings and assassinations. These violent acts are 
supposedly meant to promote an independent Basque state. The Basque community 
use the nationalism to commit acts of barbarism in the name of nationalism but this 
not nationalism but Terrorists People‘s  aggressive instinct against enemy nations is a 
regrettable fact. This is another form of nationalism with violence using by ETA to fight 
for their independency in Spain. The United Nations Commission on Human Rights 
works for the protection of human rights globally. it is hoped that the bond of 
humanity will strengthen in the years to come. (Manish Rajkoomar) 
There are varying degrees of nationalism among the Basques. Most of the older 
generations are much more nationalistic; many of them believed that the Basque 
Country should be an independent nation. The younger generations tend to be much 
less pro-Basque and generally consider themselves to be Spanish first and Basque 
second. 
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METHODOLOGY 
Main outline 
In our project we are concentrating on Basque nationalism in Spain and the different 
way that use to get the resolution of fighting for. To find relevant solutions, first we 
need to understand the concept of nationalism and how it has been reproduced in 
some societies and countries. The reason, why we chose it as case study, is because 
there are some communities in Spain: Basque, Catalan, and Galician. And the Basque 
community is the most radical and harder, because the group of terrorist ETA has killed 
many people with the objective to get the independence from Spain, causing fear on 
the whole Spanish community. Moreover, we want to know more about the way that 
they are using violence to get their objective. 
In order to understand nationalism presence in Spain at this moment, where 
democratic values are the core of the society, we will take critical approach on how to 
view the reality.  Following parts will present main theories that we will use to support 
our analytical chapters. 
Epistemology and ontology 
In the following part we will discuss the epistemology and ontology of our project. The 
subject of the interest is to know the different forms of nationalism there  are 
prevalent in the Basque Country and therefore the violence  was generated from ETA, 
and how the Spanish government has replied for these last years of terrorism and 
nationalism.  
We are going to use two theories to investigate Benedict Anderson and Frantz Fanon. 
In order to have a clear image of the nationalism, we will look at the theory of Benedict 
Anderson who talks about a community that has its own thoughts and ideas. To fully 
unfold this concept, we will take Benedict Anderson`s theory of imagined 
communities. He is a social constructivist, he belongs to the historicist school, which is 
a philosophical trend, which considers that to understand reality, we must reflect on 
historical events and their sequence, and how they impact reality construction. The 
"historicism, in the scientific use of the word, is the affirmation of that the life and 
reality are nothing more than history" (Croce, 1942, 71). Mainly we are interested in 
his social constructivist interpretation of the reality, as we find it relevant for our 
project, as a supporting base for our study approach.  
Anderson claims that there are no real life communities, they exist only on the 
imagined level, and if people could stop defining themselves with certain groups, they 
wouldn’t have strong national identity feelings. In his book “the nation as imagined 
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community” he tells that the end of nationalisms is not coming and the nation feeling 
or nation-ness is considered for him like the politic value more universal in this time. 
Nationalism like the Basque are belonging to the ethnic category, based on blood 
supply and a reconstructed language, the Basque, a language that Marx described as 
contrary to the progress and near of the extinction. But the phenomenon has led to 
both historians political scientists and sociologists have devoted much effort to 
understand it. Benedict Anderson saw in nationalism, also Basque, an imagined 
community. It was the result of the combined tasks of politicized education and media. 
Benedict Anderson explain his position on nationalism, arguing that it shares with most 
investigators of social sciences somewhat perplexed when faced with what he calls the 
three paradoxes of nationalism. The first born from the contradiction between the 
recent nature that all historians agree that grant and seniority tend to attribute the 
same nationalists. The second arise from the tension between the supposed 
uniqueness and particularity of nations, who claim to be unique, and huge formal 
homogeneity in the way of nationalism in its social, political, institutional or cultural 
expressions. And the third would be the result of the contradiction between the 
enormous power the nationalism is enjoying when become the main source of political 
legitimacy and its poverty and even philosophical incoherence. (Jorge Vilches, 2006).ç 
The ontology of this project has a theoretical view, which is the critical realism, and the 
critical discourse analysis emphasizes the role of language as a power resource that is 
related to ideology and social-cultural change. (Bryman, 2004, 508). 
The critical realism is a philosophical position, which holds that reality, but exists and is 
independent of us, that is to say observations are dignified objects within the subject 
when it is assimilated into their schemes. (Corrales, 2004, 4) 
In the critical realism the powers of the human mind are real. Exist and can be 
exercised. This can be a reason for a person to do something. We can think of reasons 
such as trends, and the human mind presupposes certain beliefs. (Corrales, 2004, 28). 
The philosophy of Fanon is influenced also by the critical theory. Frantz Fanon is an 
author who fought actively Algerian National Liberation Front and he explains the 
revolutionary movements to get the independence in from colonialism. 
For Fanon, is important the use of violence in the struggle against colonialism. And we 
can do a relation with the terrorist group ETA, who is doing it with arms, and 
murdering people. It’s the group most revolutionary in the Basque Country.  
On the other hand, Basque community feels Spain is dominating them, the same for 
Fanon with colonialism. But it’s really important highlight that ETA was really 
influenced from Fanon’s philosophy. 
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And we also use the constructivism the emphasis on the version of reality propounded 
by the humans living in the social settings of investigation and their renditions of it 
(Bryman, 2004, 500). The constructivism opposes nativism and empiricism. Both 
knowledge object as the subject itself is constructed in the framework of the epistemic 
relation. 
The social constructivism has assumed that there are a number of philosophical 
assumptions that reality is knowable, that every subject is capable of knowing reality in 
a process, this knowledge process is active and is characterized by the role of 
consciousness and feelings of the person which learner to constructivist knowledge are 
not innate, nor are given a priori, but are constructed by the subjects, they appropriate 
them through the activity and language. The learner is not solely responsible for the 
process of building the knowledge - the environment is a prerequisite for the 
development. (Ferreiro, Undated, 5) 
Approach  
Inductive and deductive approaches are both concerned with the central question of 
the relationship between theories in a project and the research carried out. Research is 
done in order to answer questions posed by theoretical consideration. We want to see 
the relationship between theory and research (Bryman, 2004, 8). We think that our 
project is based on a deductive theory, because we begin with the theory, have 
established hypothesis, proceed with the data collection, seek for confirmation or 
destruction of our hypothesis and revise the theory. We begin with the study about 
nationalism – examine how national consciousness is being created and how it affects 
separatism development. In order to have such analysis, we reflect on the theories of 
Benedict Anderson and Frantz Fanon. Even though both theoreticians come from 
different philosophical schools, we combine their interpretations of the social reality. 
They support each other’s ideas and give different perceptions of one and the same 
problem.  
People cannot eliminate the abstract thinking that is created from something that is 
totally different from reality, that is, produce abstraction. For this we believe that the 
best method to study this social phenomenon is the deductive, because we begin our 
study with general case research and then we narrow it down to particular situations. 
Methods  
Qualitative research method seeks to explain the reasons for the different aspects of 
behavior. It investigates “why” and “how” is made a decision as opposed to the 
quantitative method, which seeks to answer such questions as: what, where or when. 
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As we are trying to understand, what are the reasons for the Basque Country doesn’t 
feel is from Spain, and why the use of violence to get its independence from there. 
Therefore we choose a qualitative method as our investigation approach.   
Such approach goes closely together with our ontological choice of being 
constructivists, understanding it by that the social phenomena and their meanings are 
continuously accomplished by social actors. (Bryman, 2008, 692) 
Research design 
Within the research design we found five different types: experimental, cross-sectional 
or survey, longitudinal, case study and comparative. (Bryman, 2004, 33) Our project is 
considered to be a case study, where we choose to examine one particular situation in 
an autonomous community from Spain. They want to have their own country, and 
don’t depend from Spain. Moreover, they say they aren’t Spanish people. 
In our case study we will refer to Spain in this situation with nationalism problems. 
Such study will be supported with empirical analysis from books referred to the history 
and politics forms and even the investigation of the law is really important in this 
point. Spanish government has tried from different ways that ETA leaves the arms and 
don’t kill more people. Although actually ETA said they are not going to do it more, it’s 
difficult to believe because it’s not the first time.  
The basic case study entails the detailed and intensive analysis of a single case. 
(Bryman, 2004, 48) 
This case includes: 
A single community. 
A single school. 
A single family. 
A single organization. 
A person. 
A single event.(See Bryman, 2004, p.48) 
In our case, we will study Basque Country about its relation with Spain. There is a 
confrontation between both. Because Basque Country wants the independence and 
Spain is not giving it. 
Data collection  
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In our project we are mainly concentrating on the data collection from all possible 
available sources, because it gives us an opportunity to operate with big amount of 
information and choose the most relevant for our research. It is very helpful to read 
books directly from the electronic libraries. 
There are a lot of information in Spanish because is a topic too much important. And 
it’s really easy to find this kind of information from Denmark by Internet.  From books, 
articles, newspaper until TV with news and several documental can be really helpful to 
find the information we need to use. 
Moreover, we can work with other languages like English or French. Because the 
terrorism in Spain is a conflict so hard that in other countries in whole world heard 
something about the Basque nationalism and ETA, and the many years is being lived. 
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THEORY 
There are two main theoreticians in this project; they are Benedict Anderson and 
Frantz Fanon. We are going to study their theories for conducting our analysis.  
From his book “Imagined community” Benedict Anderson can help us to analyze 
society from Basque Country. Following our main analysis in our project an important 
concept is nation which is known for Benedict as a collective understanding of one 
social group.  In this part we will have closer look on, how this notion and feeling of 
collective belonging emerged through historical perspective. Such analysis is relevant 
for understanding roots of nationalism. 
It’s interested analyze two cultural systems that Benedict Anderson show us, they are 
religious community and dynastic realm. Both of these entities developed historically 
as well as nationalism and have strong impact on creating meanings for homogenous 
groups. (Anderson, 1991, 12).   
Language is really important in transmitting the information to the society because it 
creates certain knowledge that produces public attitude and opinion towards certain 
events or in our study case specific a community – Basque Country. According to 
Anderson imagined communities exist only because of the “print capitalism”  
(Anderson, 1991, 44).  
On the other hand we work with the theory of Frantz Fanon. The main reason we want 
to study this author is his influenced to terrorist group ETA. Because ETA took their 
ideas in the beginning of their existence, as well as other revolutionary thinkers.  
Fanon is an author popular as a radical humanist existential thinker about 
decolonization and the psychopathology of colonization. With his book “the wretched 
of the earth” he inspired a lot of revolutionary movements on the whole world. Of 
course, many Basque people were hearing his thought. (Luigi Bruni, 2006. P. 35)  
Benedict Anderson 
To prove the relation between Benedict Anderson and Basque nationalism, we can do 
reference to the Spanish book “La Cuestión Vasca: Claves de un Conflicto Cultural y 
Político” where tells us:  
Anderson says, the magic of nationalism has been to transform the chance, 
contingency, on fate. Nationalism introduces one kind of link, of social attachment 
more profound and lasting than that proclaimed socialism through exhortation: 
"Proletarians of the world unite! No doubt his imaginary horizon goes beyond than the 
mere question about solidarity and equality creating the image of an "extended 
family" that lives not as a natural community of blood, but as a community of socially 
created symbols. But at the heart of nationalism inhabits the ambivalence of its 
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meaning, on the one hand, tries the necessary symbolic integration through the 
creation of an imaginary central to the way of core that connects past and future in the 
present selectively, but on the other hand, excludes any kind of reflexivity, feasibility, 
contingency, within this imaginary (usually sacred). This applies perfectly to the first 
Basque nationalism, the Sabin Arana, (Josetxo Beriain, Roger Fernández Ubieta 1999, 
pg. 27) which happened between 1882–1894. 
But, to more precise, we are going to study the book of Benedict Anderson “Imagined 
community” where he defines the nationalism including the concepts nation and 
nationalism as constructed phenomenon inside of society calling them Imagined 
community. 
We believe that all the political, economical, social structures and systems are 
imagined and exist in the reality, because of the common agreement of particular 
members.   
The Basque community it’s influenced from many years ago from themselves. The 
people are living are there, mostly, think about they are independent from Spain. Not 
everybody Basque Country, but the almost them yes. And they transmit their own 
ideas to the society inside of their community. If we are fed all the time by certain 
mode of information, we form our believe system based on available knowledge.  
Basque community is playing crucial role in creating imagined consciousness. How 
people identify themselves as a nation nothing more is into, and how far they exist in 
the reality. We find as a great theoretical support Benedict`s Andersons book 
“Imagined community”.  
Spain is divided in different autonomous communities, and some of them have its own 
dialect or in the case of Basque, languages. 
The language is, as Benedict tells us, a very important factor to create a group and that 
is separate in some way of the others. Basque is a language really different than 
Spanish and it’s the official language there. The Basque people use it also with the 
intention be different, a group that is not in relation with Spain. It’s the method to 
transmit the thoughts and ideas they have. 
We are going to focus on some main ideas of his book, which will give a brief 
explanation on how people tent to create communities and are they really out there or 
exist only in our imagination. As well there will be discussed technical means for 
representing the kind of imagined community that is the nation. (Anderson, 1991, 25). 
As a social constructivist, he puts an emphasis on language as a main element of 
generating nationalism and separatism in the society. This is helpful for the further 
analysis of nationalism produced by Basque community, because it gives the core 
understanding on how national consciousness is being created and why do people 
relate themselves like a different country. Therefore we find it appropriate to look at 
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Anderson’s way of analyzing such concepts like “nation”, “religious community”, 
“dynastic realm”, “mass media” and “print capitalism”.  These are the main concepts 
of Anderson’s theory on how imagined communities are produced and can be 
analyzed.  
 Imagined communities 
Imagined Communities understands the nation, nationality and nationalism as 
"artifacts" or "cultural products" that must be studied from a historical perspective to 
show us how they appeared, how they have been changing and how they acquired the 
enormous emotional legitimacy have today. The author tries to show that although 
such cultural products were born in the late eighteenth century. They became the 
dominant model of organization and social control. 
Model that will be transplanted, not only a variety of societies in which will be linked 
with other political constellations (the nation-state) and ideological (nationalism), but 
also, through colonization, the rest of countries in the world, will be forced to adopt. 
Anderson shows three paradoxes of nationalism.  
- The first one born of the contradiction between the recent nature that all 
historians give it and the antiquity that the same nationalists attribute it. 
- The second one arises from the tension between the supposed uniqueness 
and particularity of nations who claim to be unique, and the formal 
homogeneity of nationalism in social, political, institutional or cultural 
expressions. 
- And the third one would be the result of the contradiction between the 
enormous power that nationalism has when it became the main source of 
political legitimacy and poverty and even philosophical incoherence. 
According to the author, we tend to reify the existence of nationalism (the proof is that 
many people tend to write that word in capital letters) to consider it as an ideology. It 
would be better understand it as a social or anthropological relation to the level of 
family and religious relationships, that as an ideology, because has not the consistency 
of political theories, for example, the "liberal" or even the "fascism." Anderson 
proposed an anthropological approach that takes as its starting point the following 
definition: a nation is a political community (a) that is imagined (b) as inherently 
limited (c) and as sovereign (d). 
Nation 
One of the society’s strongest meanings is nation and still bounding people together by 
their cultural values and common sense. In relation with it, there are two important 
concepts more nationality and nationalism and the tree concepts are strongly felt by 
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each member of one society. Anderson says these concepts to “cultural artifacts of a 
particular kind”. He argues that they were created spontaneously until the eighteen-
century, but since their creation times they became very strong and capable of 
surviving time and place, as well as acquired some degree of self, consciousness. 
(Anderson, 1991, 4) 
It is difficult to define the nationalism, Tom Nairn conceptualized it as a “…pathology of 
modern developmental history, ...inescapable as “neuroses” in the individual, which is 
attaching to it, …rooted in the dilemmas of helplessness thrust upon most of the world 
and largely incurable”. (Anderson, 1991, 5).  
Anderson does the definition this way: “it is imagined political community – and 
imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign”. (Anderson, 1991, 6). Their 
communication exists on the imagination level. One may state that nationalism brings 
common sense of one nation. (Anderson, 1991, 6). 
The nation is an imagined political community because; although members of the 
nations know each other they have in their minds a certain image of their communion. 
When Ernst Gellner argues that “nationalism is not the awakening of nations to self 
consciousness: it invents nations where they do not exist” is assuming the existence of 
"real communities", such as social class, for example, against "false communities," as 
the nation, when in fact, Anderson would say is that every community when is enough 
large that the contact face to face is not possible, and even these, are imagined. So we 
should not distinguish communities according to their truth or falsity but by the way 
how they are imagined. (Anderson, 1991, 6). 
Gellner and Anderson consider the existence of communities, but only on face to face 
contact, that are small villages, where is no large amount of inhabitants, who don`t 
know each other. Everything beyond frequent face to face communication is 
understood as an imagined community.   
The nation is an imagined political community as limited because they never are 
imagined as coincident with humanity. Unlike Christianity, socialism and liberalism, no 
nation will ever pretend nor wish that all mankind unit with it. 
The nation is a political community that is imagined as sovereign because the concept 
of nation came in a moment in which the Enlightenment and the French Revolution 
had destroyed "the grace of God" as a source of legitimacy of realm, having to resort 
to nation as a new basis of legitimacy.  
And the nation is a community because despite the inequalities and exploitation that 
always exist within any social group, it is always conceived as a horizontal 
comradeship. (Anderson, 1991, 7). 
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From historical perspective, communities are sovereign creations and no one waits for 
the moment, when someone from other community will join “our”. The classification is 
related to Revolution times, when sovereign state was born and freedom of the nation 
became a central concept.  
The religious community and dynastic realm  
Anderson tells how in a moment when the society saw the religious didn’t give 
answers, didn’t grant the salvation and even the live and the bad things were really 
arbitrary, the best option to replace the religion in the formation of an eschatology 
"secular" was the nation. Both are "old" because they have an immemorial past, 
"continuous" because they are projecting in an unlimited future, earthly or heavenly, 
and both have a great ability to turn the quota in some necessary, using arguments 
like: "is it accidental and temporary French but France is necessary and eternal." 
Thus, Anderson concludes, the nation is more a cultural system closely related to those 
cultural systems to which it followed: the religious and dynastic kingdom or empire 
that were also reference given, unconscious and automatics. (Anderson, 1991, 10). 
Benedict Anderson talks about creation of religious communities, and he refers to 
importance of the language, that was available in a form of the sacred texts, such as 
Bible, Quran or Torah.  That was one of the first language types that was considered as 
a truth. Through the conversation with sacred language Western man could become 
member of any community. (Anderson, 1991, 15) with it, was created religious 
communities when sacred texts took big importance in the normal people everyday 
life.  
With dynastic realm was created imagined communities too. Just like a belief in the 
sacred texts, society believed that monarchs were something divine and the people 
were organized naturally around them, that is above regular human. There was notion 
that rulers possess some cosmological power, and if people will be devoted servants 
they can inherit part of it. (Anderson, 1991, 36). 
For a long time, for most men the dynastic kingdom was the only political system 
imaginable. In this imagination, although the power was in the center the limits of the 
sovereignties were diffuse. The marriage political of dynasties indicates that they are 
not conceived on a national. 
However, Anderson continues, in addition to the decline of religious communities and 
dynastic, in the centuries after the Middle Ages there was a fundamental change in the 
way of thinking about the world, without which there would have been possible to 
think or imagine the nation. 
The print capitalism  
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In Europe in its early centuries, the important documents as holy texts were wrote in 
Latin like official language and the “normal” people couldn’t read them because that 
language wasn’t known for them, was unattainable and was the gentry who have that 
level to can read it, biggest part of society didn’t know how to read at all.  
Indeed, the novel, while makes general descriptions of everyday life, speaks to readers 
with a complicity that unites them, and so on. It’s an ideal way to generate the idea of 
a community that does the same things at the same time. For Anderson, journalism is 
a genre more fictional than we usually think. 
The book-paper was the first object of mass-produced consumer. Reading the press 
became a mass ceremony which took place every morning in the same territory and 
that helped to generate its corresponding national imagined community. 
The publication of books was one of the first capitalist enterprises. 
Image in Europe started to change, when first books were printed in official languages 
but Latin. It was available for the masses and “…created monoglot mass reading 
publics”. (Anderson, 1991, 43) 
These new print languages created strong base for national consciousness in three 
different ways.  
- First they created unified dialog with the society, understanding of written 
material became available for everybody. Many people could understand 
thanks to talk the same language. The feeling of be with more people and the 
possibility to communicate with them created imagined community. National 
consciousness. (Anderson, 1991, 44) 
- Later print capitalism created new fixity to language. Print language kept the 
same meaning over centuries and didn’t change with the ruling classes, as it 
happened in Europe before.  All the knowledge and ideas about the world 
generations could inherit one from each other. (Anderson, 1991, 45) 
- And finally print capitalism created languages of power emerged official 
languages of states that had legitimate power among all other vernaculars. 
That created common sense among nation. (Anderson, 1991, 45) 
Language is a core element of social communication, that could be used either as a 
weapon against others or as a strong binding element of community that develops 
national consciousness. In this case, is known the Euskera or Basque is the official 
language in Basque Country. And the people have that feeling with which they are 
identified and differentiated of the other countries and communities, like Spain.  
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Like conclusion, we think is important to highlight other chapter of this book 
“Patriotism and racism” where Anderson says that Progressive and cosmopolitan 
intellectuals, especially the Europeans, insist on the pathological character of 
nationalism, in its affinity with racism and the fact that their roots are the fear and 
hate to the other. However, the official discourse of nationalism is not hate but of love 
and sacrifice. 
Certainly, although different thinkers state that the nation is a technique of 
subjugation and alienation, the mass in general is seeing it as a fact that is 
uninterested where is usual make sacrifices for it. According to Anderson, the nation's 
greatness comes from its expected natural character, that is, not elected, fatal, and 
pure. Something similar will happen with the language, which is presented as 
paramount, which connects us with the dead and suggests a contemporary 
community. (Anderson, 1991, 200-217). 
Frantz Fanon 
Two great books by Franz Fanon have had a great influence on the compared studies 
and in postcolonial literary criticism from the eighties: 
- “Black skin white masks”, a social diagnostic of colonization published in Paris 
in 1952.  
- And one of its posthumous works which proposes a way of understand the new 
national literatures in the emerging countries from decolonization, “The 
wretched of the Earth”  that Jean-Paul Sartre did to print in Paris in 1961, 
shortly after the death of its author. 
 
 
It’s necessary work with the book “The wretched of the Earth” by Franz Fanon to talk 
about Basque nationalism and the ways that ETA are using to get the independence for 
the Basque Country. 
He writes about the colonialism. How a nation is colonized from others, become it in a 
new nation and how they fight against the colonizers with the claim to keep their 
society and culture. 
In the first moment we are going to do an introduction about this interesting book to 
get understand what the author wanted to explain and communicate. Moreover we do 
an analysis about terrorism in the work of Fanon. 
And later we are going to talk about a concept used like the title of a chapter which has 
a big importance in the thought of Fanon, because he thinks that is necessary to get 
the independence of a subjugate nation. That concept is the violence.  In relation with 
ETA and its intention to get the independence from Spain with violence. 
22 
 
And later, we will talk about the national culture, that’s mean, when a nation is 
removed from its own culture and has to follow another different inculcated culture. 
This is, because Basque people feel Spain is not their own country and Spain is forcing 
them to follow regulations that they reject. 
 The wretched of the Earth 
The wretched of the Earth is a work really activist: is a shocking book written to 
colonized people and with demagogic and agitator tone. (Sartre, 1961. Pg. 9) 
The resistance movement would consist of the suppression of the native’s 
identification process with a rich and diverse cultural past, the construction of a 
national literature and the recovery of national culture and of a national history. (Vega 
2001. Pg. 370) 
Fanon thinks the nation constitute an indisputable and permanent reality. We could 
say he wanted to give a strong idea of national culture to “nationalizated” areas, and 
this is an imitation of the metropolis (tidied in nation-state) and a new way to imitate 
to white man. 
In the whole book, Fanon is showing an extreme nationalism and approving a great 
and enthusiastic national value for the colonized and ex-colonized people. The idea of 
nation is prevailing. 
In fact, the author identifies the national liberation with the national revival and 
everything with the re-establishment of the people’s nation. 
The idea of national formation is done in three parts: 
- The first one describes the birth of nationalist parties and movements and the 
formation of national consciences in the colonies and ex-colonies. Everything in 
the context of the social process of independency and decolonization or in the 
transition of colonized individual to citizen in a sovereign and independent 
nation. (Fanon 1961, pg. 99-135). 
- The second one is dedicated to national consciences, to the behavior analysis of 
national bourgeoisie in the period after of independency and to the formation 
and breakup of parties and national leaders. (Fanon 161, pg. 136-187). 
- And finally, in the third one, is a study of the national culture and thus, of 
national works and literary formation in the independency process and later. 
(Fanon 1961, pg. 188-227). 
We can see how Fanon is defending that all about culture is, in the first moment, 
national. The culture for him is the expression of a nation. The nation will assure the 
conditions to culture, the expression framework. The nation has the essential elements 
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to culture, the only ones that can give it credibility, validity, dynamic, creative. Also is 
thanks to that national condition the culture is known for the other cultures. 
The idea of Fanon is the cultural and textual resistance (in view the metropolis and 
colonizer’s culture) and the demand of a national culture with literary fiction with 
military metaphor. 
Fanon shows his wish to look for a past national culture, previous to the colonial 
period that can “rehabilitate” to the writer and to the colonized. Fanon writes about 
the recuperation of the history. 
The past is the dignity, Gloria, solemnity. It’s understood as national past and as 
national past culture, without questions about the concept of nation previous to the 
colonial domination. 
The elimination of the past and of the culture past of the colonized is one of the 
instruments from his cultural derangement. 
This way, the deterioration of the national reality and the agony of the national culture 
have relations with mutual dependency. 
  Terrorism 
Can terrorism be justified under any circumstance? Can it be treated as the only form 
of resistance of the weak against oppression? Is it justified its use for the release?  
At first glance, the spiral of violence unleashed by the National Liberation Front [FLN] is 
justified by the oppression and dehumanization that the French settlers practiced on 
the Algerian people during more of 70 years. From this perspective, terrorist acts 
executed by the rebels can be understood as instruments of struggle for national 
liberation. This idea was similar to the ideas of Sartre, who in the preface to the 
Wretched of the Earth understands the Algerian violent rebellion as a legitimate moral 
exercise of a nation whose members were being reduced to the level of beasts. (Gina 
Paola Rodríguez, pg. 41). 
Sartre writes that Fanon talks about violence is not because he has a too hot blood or 
he had an unhappy childhood that have created pleasure for violence, just becomes in 
an interpret of the situation, nothing more. (Sartre 1963, pg. 14). 
Fanon recognizes the dual utility of the death of the settler, to kill an European is to kill 
two birds with one stone, delete an oppressor and oppressed: one man dead and a 
free man. Algerian for the first time feels his national soil under his feet after the death 
of European. (Fanon 1961, pg. 22). 
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Then, who is the terrorist? Is the European humanist-racist who made slaves and 
beasts? Is the native Algerian that struggle in the midst of their misery, against the 
armed European? It is clear that with terror is deleted the boundaries of the 
permissible and non-permissible, moral and immoral, because, with the death, all are 
losers and as settlers as natives are dehumanized and dehumanizing. 
The terrorist know where the revolution starts, but never know when or how finish. 
Additionally, violence plays a central role in the revolutionary project, whose function 
is to lead society from a state where freedoms are insane to one based on mutual 
recognition (Sartre 1960: 112). 
The rationale for use of violence occurs whenever reality does not provide all the 
conditions required for the attainment of freedom: and oppressed freedom wants to 
be free by force, the revolutionary attitude requires theory of violence as a reply to 
oppression. (Sartre 1960: 111). However, being merely instrumental violence is a 
transitional time will not enthroned in society. 
Now is necessary talk about Arendt, because he gives us evidence of the dangers of 
careless reading of the works of Sartre and Fanon. In his view, the glorification of 
violence done in the Wretched of the Earth is a myth abstract in which revenge is 
marketed as a panacea for all our bad things. Its effectiveness is just rhetoric, if we 
review the disastrous results of revolutionary violence. It’s important to say again that 
the first group of ETA was inspired in this book of Fanon, and they misinterpreted this 
works to do their fight against Spain. Using like excuse the revolution and the 
terrorism.  
Arendt shows that on the rare occasions when the slave and oppressed rebellions have 
been existed has been precisely the fury that has turned the dream in a nightmare for 
all. “To my knowledge, in any case the strength of these volcanic eruptions has 
resulted, as Sartre says, equal to the pressure they have been subjected” (Arendt 
1970: 24-25). 
According to Arendt, the identification of national liberation movements with outbreak 
of slaves and the oppressed of the world  to condemns such struggles to defeat. 
Moreover in the end of the way, probably, is not changing the world (or system), but 
only a change of personnel. For the author any resort to violence involves in the 
beginning a negation to the policy. 
The separation between power and violence is explicit: the power corresponds to the 
human capacity to act in agreement, while violence is a tool to increase the natural 
strength of an individual entity. The power is superior to violence and at the same time 
its opposite, from here the loss of power becomes a temptation to replace the power 
by violence" (Arendt 1970, pg. 39), but even in this case, the violence is powerless. 
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The Violence 
 “Decolonization is always a violent phenomenon”. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 35) this is a 
phrase in the beginning of that chapter emphasizing in the necessity to use it to have 
the freedom some day, from the nation which is considerate dominant.  
The change is demanded by the men and women who are colonized, and 
decolonization, which sets out to change the order of the world, is, obviously, a 
program of complete disorder. 
Decolonization is a historical process, it cannot become intelligible nor clear to itself 
except in the exact measure that we can discern the movements which give it historical 
form and content. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 36) 
Explain the concept decolonization Fanon describing it as the meeting of two forces, 
opposed to each other by their very nature, which in fact owe their originality to that 
sort of sub-stantification which results from and is nourished by the situation in the 
colonies. Their first encounter was marked by violence and their existence together—
that is to say the exploitation of the native by the settler—was carried on by dint of a 
great array of bayonets and cannons. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 36) 
The native people who are decided to get the independence or fight for their ideas in 
this specific situation are ready for violence at all time. From a world where they are 
living with prohibitions, only can resolved with absolute violence. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. 
P. 37). They are influenced from are children, and feel the revolution like method to 
get the independence. Their own society show them they need fight and don’t be 
dominated by the colonizers. The masses by a sort of (if we may say so) childlike 
process of reasoning convince themselves that they have been robbed of all their 
things.  
This is the case of ETA inside of Basque community. They are or were using the 
violence, arms, terrorist attacks, because of an objective that is clear for them. And 
just can see that solution. With the fear for the Spanish society. 
On the other hand, Fanon shows a native crush and hunted by the dominant society. 
The colonial world is divided in compartments. The native has limits, because of this he 
thinks about the violence like the only way to fight and don’t feel cornered himself. 
Here is when the community is organizing a freedom fight. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 38). 
The big repression does the colonized people starts to fight with the arms. The armed 
struggle mobilizes the people; it throws them in one way and in one direction. 
The mobilization of the masses, from the war of liberation, is introduced into the 
members of society’s minds consciousness the ideas of a common cause, of a national 
destiny, and of a collective history. And that of the building-up of the nation is helped 
with the rage of the people. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 38) 
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Native’s violence unifies the people, but also, colonialism is separatist and regionalist. 
Violence is in action all-inclusive and national. It follows that it is closely involved in the 
liquidation of regionalism and of tribalism. Thus the national parties show no pity at all 
toward the caids and the customary chiefs. Their destruction is the preliminary to the 
unification of the people. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 94) 
The native society is being devastated by the political parties and the intellectual 
commercial elites. Policy and economy are the main things of the society. Fanon 
explains the national political parties never lay stress upon the necessity of a trial of 
armed strength, for the good reason that their objective is not the radical 
overthrowing of the system. Pacifists and legalists, they are in fact partisans of order, 
the new order—but to the colonialist bourgeoisie they put bluntly enough the demand 
which to them is the main one: "Give us more power." On the specific question of 
violence, the elite are ambiguous. They are violent in their words and reformist in their 
attitudes. . (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 59). Violence may constitute, in so far as it forms 
part of its system, the slogan of a political party. The leaders may call on the people to 
enter upon an armed struggle. This problematical question has to be thought over. 
(Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 73). 
At the level of individuals, violence is a cleansing force. This way he can feel free from 
his inferiority complex and restores his self-respect. It’s not used a leader, that way; 
the society is unified, not separate.  The liberation is get from each one; anybody is 
playing a main paper. Illuminated by violence, the consciousness of the people rebels 
against any pacification. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 95). 
 
On national culture 
The colonialism tries to convince to the native people that is coming to give 
opportunities for them, to help them. But in fact, the colonialism is implanting their 
own culture and eliminating the thought, culture and ideas of the colonized group. And 
that colonialism uses the economy to get the native people doesn’t do national 
demands, and thinks that they are solved from colonizers. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 
211). 
When the native intellectual thinks about escape from colonialism he revalorizes his 
own culture, remember the past and can see the new culture is not from his society, 
his nation. He has to fight for all and for everybody; he takes an “universal 
perspective”. He not only turns himself into the defender of his people's past; he is 
willing to be counted as one of them. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 217). 
The Basque community feels Spain is dominant and is imposing its laws, its rules on 
them. While their feeling is they are not Spanish. They feel like a native person is 
taking away their territory preventing they live in their “country” like a prisoner. 
27 
 
Following to Fanon, the native someday knows that nation is not proved with culture 
but fighting with the society against colonizers.  
With the words of Fanon we can understand better his thought about culture. Culture 
has never the translucent of custom; it abhors all simplification. In its essence it is 
opposed to custom, for custom is always the deterioration of culture. The desire to 
attach oneself to tradition or bring abandoned traditions to life again does not only 
mean going against the current of history but also opposing one's own people. When a 
person undertakes an armed struggle or even a political struggle against a relentless 
colonialism, the significance of tradition changes. All that has made up the technique 
of passive resistance in the past may, during this phase, is radically condemned.  
The peoples who fought don’t believe in demagogy, they cannot “bought” by it. (Fanon, 
Frantz. 1961. P. 223) 
The culture of the native people is destroyed, and the negative to national reality, the 
law, the reject to them do they miss their identity. The cultural area is delimited by 
protection systems; the colonizer society is protected by defense mechanisms. The 
native people are oppressed as well as are considerate inferior. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. 
P. 225) 
The native community keeps intact its traditions. But intellectually the new culture 
starts to be taken studied for them. The final situation is the both finish in big 
contradictions. The colonial situation stops the national culture because of colonial 
domination. Although it’s trying efforts to reorient new forms, topics… it’s really 
impossible. But, with the oppression there is a moment when the collective conscience 
breaks and starts the struggle. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 236) 
While the time is going, the oppression is bigger and the native culture is disappearing 
and is bigger the resentment and the desire to destroy and to fight against who is 
stealing their own identity. Starting a hard nationalism, brutal for the defense of 
national culture. That is values, models… National culture is the result of internal and 
external tensions in the global society and the different layers of the society. The 
condition of existence of culture is the release Nationally, the rebirth of the State. 
(Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 237) 
  
The nation is not only the condition of culture, its fruitfulness, its continuous renewal, 
and its deepening. It is also a necessity. It is the fight for national existence which sets 
culture moving and opens to it the doors of creation. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 244) 
Fanon thinks, the struggle of a colonized community for the national sovereignty is the 
most complete and obvious cultural manifestation that exists. The process of the 
struggle is the culture. 
After the conflict there is not only the disappearance of colonialism but also the 
disappearance of the colonized man. (Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 245) 
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The liberation of the nation is one thing; the methods and popular content of the fight 
are another. It seems to us that the future of national culture and its riches are equally 
also part and parcel of the values which have ordained the struggle for freedom. 
Fanon, Frantz. 1961. P. 246) 
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WORKING QUESTIONS 
In the next pages we are going to talk about the reasons why Basque Country is 
needing to be separate from Spain, why is to know to ETA so important and what are 
the Spanish government doing to get a solution about the Basque nationalism. 
All of this is important because we can understand this social conflict that is a big 
problem in Spain and is causing terror and fear inside of the country and the Spanish 
people.  
The first question is: What are the main reasons why the Basque community is fighting 
to get the independence? Where we will the history of Basque Country from the 
beginning until the history of Sabino Arana, founder of Basque nationalism and who 
get a lot of people followed his thinking. 
The second question is: Why is ETA important in the Basque nationalism? Where we 
will talk about the group terrorist, who using the terrorism and violence does that the 
whole Spain is feeling fear and don’t feel sure. 
And the last one is: How is the Spanish government responding to these 
manifestations of separatism? Here, we want to know how is possible get some 
solutions to this problem and if is able the Spanish government to get it. 
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What are the main reasons why the Basque community is fighting to get 
the independence? 
This working question is very important in our project because we need to know why 
the Basque Country think is not a Spanish community as the others like Andalucía. 
Because of this we are going to do an investigation about the history of this situation 
to know the reasons the Basque Country wants the independence from Spain and to 
be another Country. 
For this, we found a great book written by José Julio Pavía Parareda with the name “El 
nacionalismo Vasco: desde Sabino Arana a Ibarretxe” (The Basque nationalism: from 
Sabino Arana to Ibarretxe). Although we think is a bit subjective, we will tell everything 
in a neutral way. 
History of Basque nationalism 
 
On the map we can see the actual Basque Country, this is good to have a clear idea 
about how is divided. Because is important to do a small introduction about this.  
The present Spanish Basque provinces, Guipúzcoa, Biscay (Vizcaya) and Alava, were 
not populated by the Basques but by the Autrigones, Caristios and Varduli (villages 
pre-Roman). 
The province of Guipúzcoa was divided into three fragments, monopolized by so many 
different peoples. The territory between the river Deva and San Sebastian was of 
várdulo village, which also controlled the east of the actual province Álava (Vitoria 
wasn’t existing). The mouth of Bidasoa with Irún, was of Navarre Basques. This was the 
only Basque territory. The western part of Guipuzcoa and Biscay was the Caristia, the 
land of the Caristi. The Autrigones dominated territories that are now the provinces of 
Santander, Álava, Burgos, Cantabria and La Rioja. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. 
Pg.95) 
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With all of this the author Pavía wants to say that there wasn’t any territory, any politic 
unity in Euskadi (Basque Country) which was created in fact in 1899. 
  From the beginning to XII century 
Basque is a different word that Vascón (in Spanish: Vasco-Vascón). Vascón is the name 
given to a peninsular town (Indian tribe) in ancient sources. The first time is mentioned 
was in the year 76 B.C. The Vascones didn’t habite the territory of actual Basque 
Country. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg.95-96) 
Claudio Sanchez Albornoz, thinks that the Basques were Romanized (adapted to roman 
community) in Navarre, but a lot of people stayed without to Romanize, in which for 
them was called Basque depression, today Basque Autonomous Community. 
The Basques of Navarre accepted the civilization. But the habitants of the remote 
valleys kept their independence. The Basque rebels (baguada is the name of the 
“terrorist” group who fight in these revolutions) agitated when Hispania was in crisis 
for VI century A.D. because of the imminent invasion of the barbarians, and for V 
century, when it was produced the invasion of northern peoples. (José Julio Pavía 
Parareda, 2005. Pg. 96) 
There were different Vascón Groups, and we talk about Basque today, from a group 
that was to territories where the population was Romanized badly the Autrigones, 
Caristi and Varduli. There they settled down the Vascones and the country was calling 
Basque Country and was truncated and interrupted their previous process of 
Romanization. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 96) 
“Because of this the Basque people is Spanish without be Romanized. This is the 
difference between Basque and people from Navarre. The last ones finished their 
Romanization.” (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 97) 
These Basques have always been distinguished by a great love for their own laws, a 
blind devotion to their leaders and a great spirit of independence, but despite their 
The Basque from the Cantabrian mountain range divided early in Alava, Guipuzcoa and 
Biscay, without ever the permanent relations unite. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. 
Pg. 97) 
But later the whole Spain was included in the Castilla Kingdom (voluntarily in the case 
of Vitoria in the year 1150 and Guipúzcoa in 1200), included the Basque people. But 
the three provinces didn’t lose their autonomy and privileges. With this, the idea of 
Basque independence grew up, even when the jurisdiction of Catalonia, Aragon and 
Valencia disappeared. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 98) 
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Freely incorporated to Castilla, the Basque provinces that formed a political unit 
neither before nor after of the incorporation, lived in Castilla  the Spanish life. (José 
Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 99) 
  From the XII century to Sabino Arana 
The Basque problem, who was born 2,000 years ago, thus left gradually to exist 
between the XII and XIV centuries, to emerge, depending of the three provinces 
between five and seven centuries later, into the XIX century. The Basques felt the 
Spanish patriotism for the first three quarters of the nineteenth century. (José Julio 
Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 100) 
During the next years, there were different kingdoms and fights to get the power in 
Spain by different kings and interested in to reign. And the Basque people also fought 
but were not interests to get the independence. 
In the first Carlist War (Civil war in Spain) between 1833 and 1840, Sir Carlos María 
Isidro took the flag of Charter (Fuero, foral in Spanish) for the Basque Country and 
Navarre. And started in the same way, the privilege demand by the liberal people. The 
Charter regime was a autonomic government, more oligarchic than democratic, 
different in each province and the real authority in the kingdom. 
When finished this war, Espartero (Major General) declared the Law of 1839 that 
confirmed the Charter of Basque Country and Navarre but with compliance to Spanish 
Constitution and with possibility of modifications. On this law, the Basque nationalists 
see the end of their traditional autonomy and because of this they are demanding the 
back to the situation of 1839. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 102) 
But the Basque problem exploited when they fought in the Third Carlist War which 
finished in 1876, and Spain had a feeling anti-basque because of that. 
In July of 1876), like a political reprisal, Cánovas abolished the Charters of the Basque 
provinces althought kept much of their fiscal privileges. In the Basque provinces 
generated a profound reaction against what was considered historical arbitrary by the 
liberal government. From this protest was born the Basque nationalism strongly 
separatist. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 102) 
  Sabino Arana, founder of Basque Nationalism 
The two ideals of the new Basque nationalism, which was born with a deep 
resentment anti-Spanish, was materialized in the phrase "God and old laws" of Sabino 
Arana Goiri (1865-1903) who was Carlist (supporter of Carlism: traditionalist and 
legitimist political movement of anti-liberal and counter-revolutionary character) and 
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converted to nationalism separatist in 1892, when clearly saw that " Biscay is not 
Spain" and therefore it was necessary to break with it. 
After a stay in Barcelona, where he absorbed the direction Catalanists returned to 
Bilbao and proclaimed their ideas to some friends in 1890, where he was described as 
crazy and visionary. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 103) 
The main ideas were: 
- Race purity 
- Fanatical religiosity. 
- The Euskera (language) as sign of identity. 
- The interpretation of Chapter regime as Basque independency. 
From here, this culminate in the foundation of the Basque Nationalist Party (PNV) in  
1895. 
In 1893 found the first newspaper, Bizkaitarra. In 1894 opened the first 
nationalist or batzoki center (Batzoki Euskaldun) which by court order is closed and 
Sabino is imprisoned for the first time. In prison he writes about music of  
"Espatadanza" the anthem of the Basque homeland, now official in the autonomous 
community. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 103) 
In 1898 he was elected provincial deputy Sabino and the Center for Basque is founded 
being apolitical outside and nationalist inside. That same year he went to jail the 
second time because he congratulated the U.S. President McKinley for his victory 
against Spain in the Cuba and Philippines War. In 1900 he married a "native Biscay" 
implementing a racist purism (his wife Nicolasa Achicallende had 126 Basque family 
names). Then he invented the Euzkadi neologism, which intends to designate the 
Basques as a body. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 103) 
He knew that was needing to bring the capitalism to nationalism. Thus, in 1902, when 
he is jailed again after to send a letter with his congratulations to Roosevelt for having 
granted independence to Cuba, he is doing the project of a "League of Spanish 
Basque", this is the most controversial aspect of his political biography. The merit of 
Sabino Arana was to insert some value and ideas from preindustrial Basque society in a 
program where there will was: 
- Mobilization and violence. 
- Raising of economic supports. 
- Difficulty to a difficult legality. 
(José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 104) 
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With Sabino, the people that felt pure Basques with their existent racism supported 
him and the way to get the political liberty crushed in 1839 with the Spanish 
Constitution was opening. The same thinking have Arzalluz, Eigibar and Ibarretxe. 
Sabino Arana sees in the "purity of race" the main pillar of its political structure. 
the best for him is marry to Achicallende Nicolasa, who is selected by him, because she 
has 126 Basques surnames ("The surname is the hallmark of the race"). 
The "maketo ', the Spanish man, pollitically is pressing at the Basques and from his 
condition is corrupting morally and religiously to the native population. And close to 
the "invaders", the people from Biscay without Basque blood and forget the political 
and religious values of the Basque people. The relationship between the two fronts of 
struggle can only be stirred up by hate. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 105) 
- Spain is “enemy of our Biscay traditionally”, the love to Biscay forces to be 
enemy of Spain. 
- “Everybody have to want to Biscay free of maketos” 
- “Spanish and españolistas are the enemies we have to suppress” 
For them don’t carry up the patriotic duties is the same that sin against God, and be 
useful to the nationalism is a religious obligation. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 
105). And to get the claim the best is the internal cohesion with obedience at the 
Superior. 
With the creation of a League of Spanish Basques (Vascos Españolistas) in June of 1902 
to headed to autonomy, was pretend to get a “negative nationalism”  that masked the 
real goal of independence of Biscay, while "will must discredit the Spanish nation 
always it can" and prove "the falsity of its glories". So the ultimate goal couldn’t be the 
autonomy but independence. It’s demonstrated that PNV, EA and ETA and its political 
faces follow to the message of Sabino. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 106) 
In 1932 was edited in Bilbao to celebrate the 50 years of PNV with an anthology with 
his thinking, called “Sabino Arana Goiri” with slogans like: 
- Antiliberal and anti-Spanish is what every Biscayan must be on the theme of 
God and old Laws. 
- Nationalism assure, as is known, the absolute independence of the Basque 
people. 
- The real chapterist is necessarily separatist. 
- To love Euskera is necessary to hate Spain!  
- The difference of language is the great means to preserve us from the Spanish 
contagion and to prevent the infection of the two races. If our invaders would 
learn the Euskera we’d have to give up it and file its grammar and dictionary, 
and speak any other language unknown to them, while we were under their 
domain. 
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- If we saw this Latin nation torn by an international war, we would celebrate 
with joy and true happiness. 
- It’s necessary to isolate our self from the maketos in all walks of life. Otherwise 
here we cannot work for the glory of God. 
- We hate to Spain with all our soul, while our country is oppressed. There is no 
hate that is proportional to the enormous injustice that the son of the Roman 
completed with us. There is no hate that can be paid the many years of its 
domination.  
(José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 106) 
These are some slogans by Sabino, the founder of Basque nationalism. And that is PNV 
in its birth, an explosion of hate against Spain. 
Basque nationalism born like one, but later was separated in two: a current more 
radical and other more realist and actual. But both want the independency of Basque 
Country. (José Julio Pavía Parareda, 2005. Pg. 107) 
From the sixties the two current was: the classic PNV, apparently moderate and the 
terrorist group ETA born in 1959, about who we will talk in the next working question. 
Conclusion 
With all of this we think is clear the working question: What are the main reasons why 
the Basque community is fighting to get the independence? 
The actual Basque nationalism born in the end of XIX century and Sabino Arana was 
the founder and we saw the different ideas that he had about Spain and Basque 
Country. 
With this information is easy to see the relation of Basque Country with Benedict 
Anderson and his thinking about nationalism although is very radical this feeling in 
some of Basque society to use the violence to get be separated from Spain. 
In the next working question we will know more about ETA and its fight using the arms 
and terrorism. 
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Why is ETA important in the Basque nationalism? 
The reflection of some young nationalists on methods to be used to found the 
group asked "Euskadi ta Askatasuna" ETA supporter of engagement with the 
arms against the dictatorship, and to oust Franco and his brutal regime. 
Thus appeared the second track of Basque nationalism and is now the largest source 
of controversy not only in the Basque country, but also in the state. 
So there are essentially two streams in the current Basque nationalism, the 
"autonomists", located in the orbit of the PNV, the independents, whose 
expression armed is ETA and politically the center is Herri Batasuna, the trade 
union to LAB. 
The practice of armed struggle for the sector remains the most important point of 
contention between the two great families: Euskadi nationalists and separatists who 
do not choose any positions openly. (Luis de la Calle e Ignacio Sánchez-Cuenca) 
About the Basque people 
The Basques community is among the oldest peoples of Europe. Despite the fact that 
there have been visited by many waves of invaders before, the Basques reached the 
tenth century still very isolated from the flow of West European history. And they 
could fell themselves as isolated from the society. In the tenth and the eleventh 
centuries, the rising kingdom of Navarre absorbed most of the rest of the Basque 
peoples, and it created for the first time a more or less unified Basque political 
entity.(the Basque history by Robert Wilde)  
During some years ago, the country  that are now the Basque Country, together with 
neighboring areas such as Aquitaine and the Pyrenees, which may have been culturally 
Basque in the past, according to some historicien, were settled by Homo sapiens, who 
gradually displaced the region's earlier Neanderthal population. Arriving from Central 
Europe, the settlers brought the Aurignacian culture with them. 
 Except for the Aurignacian, these all seem to have originated in the Franco-Cantabrian 
region, which suggests no further waves of immigration into the area during the 
Paleolithic period. 
On the other hand, one consequence of the transfer of the Spanish customs border 
from the southern boundary of the Basque Country to the Spanish-French border was 
the inclusion of Spain's Basque Provinces in a new Spanish market, the protectionism 
of which favored the birth and growth of Basque industry. How could that be possible 
to include the Basque in the Spanish market and to live in peace in this area without 
discrimination? 
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In our project we are concentrating on the Basque nationalism with the focus on the 
violence that brought ETA group into Basque fight about their autonomous. The turn 
on of the conflict between nations, and the fear of living with the terrorism by the 
Spanish people. 
The reason why we chose to talk about the ETA group of terrorism is because they 
have play a very big role in this movement  and have cause many death compere to 
the  time that Basque people  were just fighting for their autonomous without violence 
and before the creation of ETA group. They have fight for many years until the ETA 
turn over came out with the terrorism and this was a big change of the situation. 
The ETA origin 
The ETA group was founded in 1959 and has since evolved from a group promoting 
traditional Basque culture to a paramilitary group with the goal of gaining 
independence for the Basque community, and it is one of the older groups of terrorism 
in the world. (Amy Zalman, Ph.D.)  
The Basque terrorist and nationalist organization, ETA, is one of the most interesting 
political movements to have arisen in Western Europe since the war in Europe. They 
have almost the same similarities with the IRA in Northern Ireland, but also 
considerable differences, because they have not the same way of fighting, and an 
analysis of these distinctions helps to cast light on both bodies. For any Revolutionary 
History it is important that ETA, at the light of its popularity, and with its real mass 
support in the final years of the Franco dictatorship, is one of the biggest terrorism 
groups in Europe, with his trajectory that might have some relevant lessons.  
These very talented and all of whom were very brave had immense personal prestige 
in the community. They were most of the important people in the community, which 
decision that could affect   or influence the community. If one could have played a 
really significant role anywhere in Europe since the war one would imagine them to be 
in Euskadi. 
Basque nationalism has emerged several centuries ago, but did not get to be at this 
point in the society; however, it experienced a global resonance only since the last fifty 
years with the formation of the armed Basque nationalist and separatist organization 
ETA. 
ETA’s involvement in the Basque nationalism: terrorism 
A split from the Basque community due to incompatibility between groups of activists 
led to the creation of ETA, Basque Homeland and Liberty. The latter was seen by the 
group as a movement of impatient youth. Many of the Basque nationalist who were 
not satisfied with the others members wanted to get to the next level of vandalism. 
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Their earliest ideology consisted of the formation of a national front of all patriotic 
elements including the representation of young people and emphasizing that the 
world had changed.  
Their idea was to change the Basque community activity by transforming the way that 
they are fighting for the nationalism. They try to bring violence to get a better fear of 
the politician. They decided to use violence to get what they wanted from Spanish 
government, but they did not understand that nationalism is not about violence. The 
form of nationalism use by the ETA group is one of the most dangerous forms to scare 
the population. 
ETA’s commitment to armed struggle was first made clear with the attempt to derail a 
train of Civil War veterans to a rally celebrating the 25th anniversary of Franco’s rising. 
However this brought ETA to public attention and state repression. 
 Many people were arrested and the organization was stopped for a while. The 
consequences suffered by ETA showed the inadequacy of having such a loose 
organization. The political were thinking that they have fragilised the group by doing 
that. Until the first assembly not only did ETA have no clear structure but the activities 
of its members were hardly distinguishable from those of other Basque nationalists.  
The critical attitude of this group led to the first death at the hands of ETA took place 
near Tolosa. Txabi Echebarrieta opened fire on the Guardia Civil during a road block, 
killing the agent Pardines and dying himself on 7 June 1968. On 2 August of the same 
year ETA killed the police inspector Meliton Mansans in Irun.(Anthony D Smith, 
national identity ,penguin Books LTD, p 45) 
ETA is the main organization and the strongest of the Basque National Liberation 
Movement and is the most important participant in the Basque conflict. It is also ETA 
who is the Basque separatist organization in Spain that adopted violent methods in its 
campaign for an independent Basque state. 
ETA has played a big role in the Basque nationalism. They were formed to fight the 
Franco regime because of the dictator, they started to fight him because they seem 
not to like the way that he dictated the country. They think that Franco regime was 
one of the rudest one and they feel themselves as a part of the society, they feel 
rejected and ignored by the Spanish regime. 
The Basque nationalism has emerged very fast and strong because of the implication 
and the formation of ETA in the group, and they have decided to take the fight in a 
high level with the violence by using terrorism in the country.  
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ETA survive thanks to the mistake made by Franco who organized a spectacular trial 
against several activists accused of the killing of the tortured Manzano,and this help 
the group to get more stronger than ever ,ETA gained more popularity . 
The organization is now considered as a terrorist group by the entire international 
community because of the violence and the number of death cause in the country by 
them.  
ETA is an offspring of the Basque nationalist movement more broadly and, like the 
non-violent nationalist political parties, believes that the Basque are a distinct nation 
and that it should have a sovereign state identity or, at the least, an autonomous 
status. 
The organization will, however, raise a Basque national consciousness on the question 
of belonging to the same people, and today, the conflict for self-determination for the 
Basque country echoes back in both the Spanish and even the French territories. But 
our main focus in this project would be in Spain and the impact in the society. 
This nationalist movement was unstable between south and north. Different modes of 
expression were still observed even if the Basque nationalism will always be linked to 
political violence. IN this part of our project, we aim to apprehend the perception of 
the Basque population on this political violence and, the impact of this form of 
terrorism from ETA group.  
This type of violence is mainly characterized by the most brutal form of struggle 
between men and sometime a symbolic violence but it will sometimes lead to physical 
violence. Social forms and communities that would inspire others to transform society, 
but in this case of ETA violence we have mention many case of brutal attacks, bombs 
attack in Spain and the terror in the region.  
They had a particular interest in the use of bombs, going so far as to include a formula 
for the explosive. Making people in the country get fears of violence, extortion and 
kidnapping by ETA separatists. They make many assassinations and kidnapping 
methods, they attacks on Spanish police. 
 Determined to achieve Basque independence, the group known as Euskadi Ta 
Askatasuna or ETA has battled Spain’s security forces for decades. This program 
provides a historical overview of ETA’s origins and activities. The use of mass media to   
rarely seen archival clips and images, the film covers Spanish Civil War , this broth a big 
revolution to the Basque community and also help to form ETA and make it more 
strong. 
ETA started to spread their terror activities from the Basque Country to other areas in 
Spain by placing bombs in the East Coast. More precisely, in Rosas and Gandia. In the 
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latter one, Santos Santa Maria lost his life. This lost affected many people and they 
stop to believe on them. 
 Some consider ETA's members to be bloodthirsty killers. Others admire them as 
heroes. The reality is that many people have lost their lives at the hands of the 
terrorist band, and this was inadmissible. How much longer is this nightmare was going 
to last. 
Earlier in our methodological part ,we discuss that different form of nationalism exist 
in the society, but the form of nationalism using by ETA to get want they claim from 
Spanish government was very violent and did not help them to get at the point they 
expected to be. 
In the Basque country of Spain, a violent political conflict of ETA has continued from 
the time of the Franco dictatorship. A terrorist group directs indiscriminate violence 
against the population, because some of the Basque did not agree with the ETA 
terrorism, they also live in the fear everyday of their live and are trying to change and 
find possible solutions for it.  
Over the past years, a grassroots reaction against violence has built a pacifist protest, 
and some Groups of citizens in the Basque community have organized collective 
action. Through routine street mobilization and many other forms of social pressure, 
they have markedly changed the social landscape of the Basque nationalism, 
constructing a new citizen consensus and fighting with the army.  
ETA would soon be a central place for revolution in the Basque community and would 
symbolically be their Esperance for their future. Many manifestations would take place 
different from the old nationalism one. With the use of the violence in the country 
many think to get the solution, but they would immediately be disappointed by the 
action taking by ETA. 
Their activities affect political leaders, Spanish and Basque governments, and social 
conditions, seriously diminishing the terrorist group's influence. 
ETA has been financially supporting its terrorist activities with robberies, kidnappings 
and “revolutionary taxes” extorted from, mainly, Basque businessmen.  
ETA directed several threats. First of all, the terrorist band warned English tourists not 
to come to Spain over their holidays. This together with the planting of bombs in 
popular resorts shows that tourists have become legitimate targets. Secondly, ETA sent 
a death threat to the Spanish actor Antonio Banderas due to his criticisms of their acts. 
This was one of biggest menace from individual person in Spain and this has not been 
accepted by the other member of the Basque community.  
41 
 
Both Spanish and Basque policemen, have done a great job in the last years capturing 
and jailing ETA's leaders, but the violent band has remained active until the present 
mainly due to the recruitment of new rebellious young attracted by the independence 
and autonomous cause. 
Some political party in others countries wanted to link together with ETA, 
internationalist  Initiative which has been accused of having links to ETA was been 
stop. On mass media they were many discussion about the link with the ETA group 
from many others countries. 
 “Those that work as a link in a chain for a terrorist group that give them a political 
cover, that look for finance or give social support to those that kill people of this 
country simply because they think differently, don’t have a place in politics or in 
democratic institutions” 
(http://www.euronews.com/2009/05/25/lopez-says-no-to-eta-terrorism) 
This was the speech of Mr Lopez  In an interview with euro news, trying to dissolute 
the people that were there for helping the ETA group to survive by giving them money 
and accessory to continue the fight.  
They formed political front organizations to face and contest elections in the post-
Franco period while also continuing with bloody campaigns to achieve its goals. 
Currently, ETA's political wing is EH (Euskal Erritarrok) and is supported by around the 
18% of the Basque society. They should take Spanish as enemy. They agree to fight for 
the race purity and national identity but this turn to a terrorism aggression and bomb 
in the country. 
After years of rebellion and violence in the Spanish and Basque Country, ETA started to 
lose confident from population in the Basque community. ETA’s campaign of violence 
was quickly loosing popular support and after the brutal murder of a young Basque 
politician sometimes ago, many Spanish people took to the streets to protest against 
ETA. This gave a hard time to the group because people could then see that the 
terrorism was not for the good in the country. A hard line approach by the Spanish 
government resulted in the arrest of some members of ETA’s political wing and 
imprisonment for years for helping the armed group. Events in Northern Ireland 
affected ETA as with the peace agreement in Northern Ireland ETA’s links with the IRA 
weakened and this make ETA group announced a cease fire for the first time in many 
years.  
The Spanish government dismissed the ceasefire as it claimed that ETA was using it to 
rearm and to carryout raids on arms depots and weapons factories as their source of 
weapons. During the ceasefire there were no major terrorist attacks but violence still 
taking action in the Basque region and continued affects the Basque people. The 
42 
 
Basque community would also be tired to the violence and would decide to end it one 
more time again. 
They decided to end the terrorism again, ETA declared ceasefires some years after, but 
subsequently broke them. However, on 5 September 2010, ETA declared a new 
ceasefire that is still in force, moreover, on 20 October, ETA has changed its internal 
structure on several occasions, commonly for security reasons. The group used to have 
a very hierarchical organization with a leading figure at the top, delegating into three 
substructures, that are, logistical, military and political sections. Reports from Spanish 
and French police point towards significant changes in ETA's structures in recent years. 
(http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/weapons_eta.html) 
Some change was made and a response to recent captures, and possible infiltration, by 
the different law enforcement agencies. ETA's intention was to disperse its members 
and reduce the impact of detentions. By doing this, ETA would be able to play on 
political psychology and gain more space to affect people in the country again. The 
Spanish people still have a fear of coming back of the ETA because they keep on 
coming back with the terrorism in the country. Their idea was to keep police men and 
government busy thinking that they have stop the terrorism  so that they could be able 
to come out again with new strategy of terrorism, or to help their group member in 
detention to get out from prison and continue the violence. Despite the ceasefire of 
the group in the Spain country, the impact of this violence has considerable been 
notice in the region of Basque and Spain. 
It is difficult to negotiate to end the armed struggles and to make the Basque people 
live in peace, because ETA is difficult  to end ,they want to end on their terms and 
decision ,as long as this conditions exist, they would not be flexible to end the violence. 
A politic or Spanish government cannot have a dialogue neither with people who kill or 
the ones who support them. The Spanish government has tried to get to the point of 
compromise. They have in mind what exactly they want to step for and people don’t 
think they have stopped the army for real. Taking into account that the possibility of a 
potential Army action in the Basque Country is inconceivable, the unique procedure to 
finish this absurdity is through democratic elections. 
Cessation of Arms 
ETA is the responsible for the deaths of 829 people over 40 years of attacks by 
the Basque independence, the armed organization announced on 20 October, “the 
permanent cessation of armed activity." 
ETA, which has since August 2009 without making any attacks on Spanish territory, has 
not yet delivered the weapons and is pressed by the authorities to dissolve. 
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The process of negotiation started in 2006-2007 between the Spanish 
government and Basque separatist armed organization.  
However, following distances were taken, and pressed closer to ETA to abandon 
violence. 
The coalition of Basque independence parties Amaiur, with seven members of 
Parliament in Madrid, strongly criticized the Constitutional Court. 
"It is worrying that in this time of the Spanish government hopes to continue optingto 
punish those who, with his political work, made possible the beginning of this 
new stage," he lashed in a statement. "It's a political statement against peace", he 
added. 
A group of international experts, announces while ETA is "prepared to discuss a range 
of issues relevant practices" in an apparent reference to the surrender of weapons. 
"The government has not negotiated, and don´t have the intention," was the answer 
of the Spanish Interior Minister, Jorge Fernandez Diaz. 
The left Basque separatist always expressed his "regret" over the deaths caused by 
40 years of ETA attacks, unprecedented in recognition yet also denounced "repressive 
strategies" of Spain and France to the armed organization. 
"We recognize the pain and suffering that the extreme violence they have produced" 
in the Basque Country, said the former leader of the former Batasuna, 
ETA's outlawed political wing in 2003 - Rufi Etexeberria. 
Considered a terrorist organization by the United States and the European Union, 
ETA is responsible for the deaths of 829 people in more than four decades of 
attacks by the Basque independence. 
Weakened from the beating police and pressure from its political wing more and 
more distanced from the use of violence, on October 20 announced the "permanent 
cessation of armed activity." Subsequently expressed its readiness to negotiate a arms 
delivery with the government. 
Spanish political forces have always demanded that ETA and its political 
representatives recognize the damage caused by their attacks. 
We must not forget that you must treat "equally" to all "victims", whether caused by 
ETA attacks or police action. 
Groups of victims of ETA were quick to express their opposition to this statement, the 
association Dignity and Justice labeled "false recognition". 
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He blames the separatists for not having say apologized and accused them of trying 
to promote and opening negotiations with the new Conservative government over the 
situation of around 700 ETA prisoners. 
With this we can see, like both Basque separatists, like the Spanish government to 
track to reach an understanding. 
Eventually it was determined that ETA say stop to arms, but to continue, knowing 
that we are not so different and the common struggle always going against violence. 
http://noticias.terra.com/crimenes/justicia-espanola-reduce-condena-de-lider-vasco-
de-10-anos-a-seis-y-medio,b452217837237310VgnVCM10000098cceb0aRCRD.html 
09 de mayo de 2012 
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How is the Spanish government responding to these manifestations of 
separatism? 
Introduction 
To understand this question first we must explain the political and administrative 
division of Spain, which it is composed of seventeen autonomous regions, plus Ceuta 
and Melilla, the statutes of autonomy granted to them the status of autonomous 
cities, but their level of independence is subjected to the central government power. 
According to the Constitution: "The State is organized territorially into municipalities, 
provinces and autonomous. All of these entities enjoy the autonomy for the 
management of their respective interests"     Article137 of the Spanish Constitution. 
http://www.boe.es/aeboe/consultas/enlaces/documentos/ConstitucionCASTELLANO.p
df 
An autonomous region is a territorial entity that, within the constitutional order of the 
Spanish State is equipped with autonomy legislative and executive powers, also with 
the authority to manage by their own representatives. 
"The structure of the Spanish Autonomous Communities  is collected in  the Spanish 
Constitution of 1978. The article 2, recognizes and guarantee the right to the 
nationalities autonomy and regions that make up the state. This provision is based on 
the premise of the indissoluble unity of the Spanish nation, the homeland of the all 
Spanish people" 
The text of the Constitution establishes the powers that can be assumed by the 
Autonomous Communities and those who only can be attributed to the State. 
http://www.lycee-camus.fr/spip/spip.php?article49 
So, there is really an administrative construction, economic and politics of whole 
territory of what we call Spain, but not so much like the idea of a nation, as a territory 
and population group, linked to this state form. 
Certainly the nationalism stems from ethnicity. But nationalism is not only 
politicization of ethnicity. “The Nationalism involves an individual choice. One's life 
(the self) becomes meaningful when it is national. One forms an individually part in the 
nation, not only by family or ethnic group. So nationalism is not simply the continuity 
or the political development of ethnicity” (Calhoun 1997: 45/50) 
Problems 
The nationalism affirms the necessity of political power for the nation and only can be 
a true village as it does not depend of others. What has made a group of people that 
constitute a distinct community. 
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Every village, every nation is different to other nations and only can be different, if 
not governed by another country. 
The self-government is a central characteristic in the definition of nation. 
We have a nation because people have will to be a village, and that will only exist if 
there is consciousness of no dependence. 
The demand for political power is essential. Because to have political power expressed 
that this community is a real village. On the other hand, the political power needs to 
legitimize themselves. And is when we talk about statute. 
The territory, the identity, the projects and common practices can only be taken when 
considering the people with political power, or if they require it. (Ibarra, Pedro. P.630) 
And although the Basque country requires these, the Spanish state is not willing to give 
it. http://www.euskomedia.org/PDFAnlt/riev/45/45623664.pdf 
The nationalism defined as national people who share certain identity, and they 
give those people rights. Are citizens and should enjoy certain rights. 
If the Spanish government wanted to give independence to the Basque country, they 
would change the constitution, first because the unity of Spain is expressed in the 
Constitution and guaranteed by the army, and without changing the constitution 
should only have we the statutes of autonomy, that if you change you would be 
contrary to national sovereignty. 
Thus, is proposed to create of a new statute which does not affect the national 
sovereignty because it assumes another way of understanding the unity of the Spanish 
nation. The Spain which currently offers to autonomies and the historical territories is 
a Spain like when we have kings: monotonic, centralist and ignorant with their own 
history as a multinational, multilingualism and multicultural state. 
Right now the Basque Country requires a new statute for creating a plural state, which 
also agrees with Spanish history. (BLAS GUERRERO, (1997): Enciclopedia del 
Nacionalismo.) 
To get to confirm this plan, they claimed for a consensus among Basques for later has 
legitimacy in the pact with the Spanish state. That is, we need a referendum to know 
the opinion of citizens. 
But the Basques demand the acceptance of other political and legal subject as that is 
of the Basque people. We must differentiate the Community of the Basque Country 
and the Basque People. The first may be subject to approval of a new statute and may 
pose as a model of free association relationship with the state. From this are derived a 
series of competitions such as the claim of a judiciary popper and including the Court 
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of Conflicts between the Basque Comunity and the Spanish State. 
http://lavanguardia.com/colaboraciones/las-relaciones-historicas-de-los-vascos-con-
espana/ admin | 20/11/2003 
Statute 
The Basque Community says that it has the right to a new statute and that this is not 
seen as a fight against unit but as a subject of a new unity of Spain. And the Basque 
Society should have the right to verify through democratic means such as 
a referendum if she herself agrees to present your speaker a new project of unity of 
Spain. 
In all projects of new legislation or a new constitution, has always been a pioneer 
group and writer of the law that one way or another was looking regulate the future 
of whole community. Also in this new statute a minority majority of nationalists and 
not nationalists they proposed a statute of coexistence. 
But there is a big problem and is the difficulties encountered by nationalism to lead 
a modern political project. 
The Proposal for a Political Status of the Community of Euskadi was presented by the 
Basque Government and approved by the Basque Parliament, also called the 
Proposal Basque Parliament for coexistence in Euskadi, New Political Statute for 
Euskadi, was announced by the lehendakari (president of the government Basque 
Country) Juan Jose Ibarretxe in the full policy in September 2001, submitted on 
October 25, 2003. The full meeting of Basque Parliament approved it on Thursday30 
December 2004 and decided to send to the Congress of Deputies by an absolute 
majority with 39 votes for and 35 against. This is a reform statute in force since 
1979 following the ways marked by Article 46 of that text. 
In January of 2005, the president of Basque Parliament presented the proposal of 
Statute of the president of Congress for it debate and vote, which was refused on 1 
February by 313 votes against (PSOE, PP, IU, CC and CHA), 29 for (PNV, ERC, CiU, 
EA, NaBai and BNG) and 2 abstentions (ICV) Propuesta de estatuto politico de la 
comunidad de Euskadi. 
http://estaticos.elmundo.es/documentos/2003/10/estatuto_vasco.pdf 
This is not a statute for the break, or conceived by nationalists for nationalists. It is an 
update of the Constitution of 1978, and a hope for other communities. 
The Spanish government is against it, and his concept of progress is to take more and 
more power and centralize it. We must also bear in mind that the Basque country has 
a strong economy and has many industries, which Spain does not want to lose. 
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Nowadays, the PNV has announced that it will promote a new Political Statute for the 
Basque Country in 2015 to protect Euskadi of "recentralization" and "regression" 
which in his view, is suffering the Welfare State. 
They insist on the "complexity" of the institutional model and the Basque 
nationalists want to make clear that what is left Euskadi is the central 
Administration. "We believe that with the end of violence is the time of another 
institutional pattern in which the lehendakari and their government are also the 
onlyreal reference state in Euskadi" 
(news 24.04.12) http://www.parlamento.euskadi.net/pdfdocs/c_estatuto.pdf 
The rejection of nationalism to the Constitution and the Statute may seem us a wrong 
position, but go against the constitution is not antidemocratic. 
Because we say that there is no democracy when  all and each one of its residents are 
and feel citizens in all possible dimensions of citizenship.  (Kymlicka y Norman (1999, p. 
30 y ss.) 
Territory 
"The basque village or Euskal Herria is a Country with its own identity in all the peoples 
of Europe, the repository of historic heritage, unique social and cultural, which 
sits geographically in seven territories currently articulated in three different legal and 
political fields.  
“Preamble of the proposed political status of the community of Euskadi located in two 
states" Preámbulo de la propuesta de estatuto politico de la comunidad de Euskadi. 
(pag. 3) http://estaticos.elmundo.es/documentos/2003/10/estatuto_vasco.pdf 
The history of the Basques, is about the history of the people of Indo-European 
origin currently based in the southwest of France and northern Spain, in the current 
Basque Country (Biscay, Guipuzcoa and Alava) in Navarra and the French Basque 
Country (Single, Lower Navarre and Labourd), including the Pyrenees Atlantiques. 
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Territory Basque-French. 
 
 
 
In the map on the left we can see the places That They Want recover what they call 
"Euskal Herria" which means that the lands culturally Basque are over borders and 
historical differences.  
The map on the right we see not only as its territory has diminished over the years as 
the use of Euskera. 
When they use the term to refer to Euskal Herria words Euskara (Euskera) 
+ herri(ERRI), which means is, land of Euskara. This results in a concept of belonging, 
based on the language spoken by the community (Euskara), and therefore not 
based on the idea that birth in a particular land makes you belong to a this nation. 
Political Parties 
Is Important That We know the political parties _ that exist in the Basque country, 
as are those who carry out these reforms and dealing with the Basque people, and 
with the central government.  
When we study these we can see that the Basques also have other problems such 
as the labor market (unemployment, working conditions), housing and terrorism.  
Next we will see most important political parties for nationalism: 
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ARALAR:  Navarre-Basque independence party, belongs to the abertzale left (parties of 
Basque separatist ideology, and of left. They advocate a sovereign state, secular and 
republican for Euskal Herria, and argue against the armed struggle. 
PNV: (Basque Nationalist Party), is the most important parties and is historically the 
representative of Basque nationalism, but from a conservative form and is 
considered of center, has representation in France (in the Basque part) and 
condemns ETA. 
The PNV has a proposal on the Basque Country show, like any other political party 
could be do, like better than others, and is the desired by most people. The PNV, like 
any other democratic nationalist political party, believes that the people who live in a 
particular territory will be happier if they share certain hallmarks. 
Batasuna: means unit. It is part of the nationalist left and the Basque National 
Liberation Movement (MLNV), and is considered the political arm 
of Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) by the Spanish justice and the European Union. In 
Spain is illegal but isn´t on France. 
Since 2003, the Spanish state by applying the law of parties, and was considered 
illegal. After considering the creation of this political party was "an instrument made 
by the ETA (the terrorist organization) which is part of it and that exercise is 
incompatible with the invocation policy, defense or justification of violence as a valid 
method its exercise."For its part, claims that there Batasuna political conflict and that 
it is simplistic to condemn the actions one of the parts involved while ignoring the 
other faction, referring to the Spanish State. It was a lawsuit filed by the government 
and by the prosecution.  
http://www.elmundo.es/especiales/2002/08/espana/batasuna/index.html - Pleno 
para la ilegalización de Batasuna 26/08/2002 
It is the only political party that has not signed the so-called "Pacts for Peace." He has 
never condemned any attack, not even ever asked ETA to abandon arms. Batasuna 
leaders have been arrested for being part of terrorist commandos. 
Eusko Alkartasuna: (Basque Solidarity in Euskara) is a political party nationalist and 
Social Democratic ideology and fighting for the Basque pro-independence. Is active in 
Spain and France.  
This party has had many problems, because it created an alliance called Bildu, to 
which is considered illegal to be in favor of violence. 
Within this group we find the youth Gazle Abertzaleak is trying to achieve the 
independence of the Basque Country, Navarre and French Basque Country to 
form Euskal Herria, a Basque republic within the European Union, and to develop 
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solidarity among young people. They define themselves as committed to anti-
militarism, pacifism, environmentalism, social justice, the denunciation of the 
violation of human rights and sustainable development.  
http://www.gazteabertzaleak.org/ 
To conclude, I should say that Basque nationalism grows around the PNV, and has 
evolved into two major trends and attitudes. 
- The attitude nationalists of the PNV. 
- The position of armed confrontation with the Spanish state abertxale sector, more 
independence, not accepting other positions. 
Conclusion 
As we have seen above the government has no direct way of acting against the 
independence movement, is itself illegal. At the central level will continue to deny the 
new laws that address a community to the independence movement. 
ETA has been so persecuted and has always denied a direct contact with it. The 
government has kept out of democracy and has accused anyone who maintained 
contact with ETA. 
Basque nationalism it’s the strongest that we can find in Spain, but not all Basques 
are independence, nor is it the only problem within the community.  
Nowadays remains the same treatment and privileges as the rest of the regions, but 
I'm sure they will continue fighting. 
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CONLUSION 
To finish this project, it’s important to say this is a really hard topic to study. It has 
been difficult to know some details of this situation of Basque Country and Spain. Not 
because there is no information but there is very hard situation lived for Spain and the 
victims of terrorism in Spain and in the Basque Country. 
In our project we talk about the Basque Country and its hard history fighting for the 
independency from Spain. 
For years, the mostly Basque people have had a strong feeling of separatism to Spain 
because they think that Spain is dominating them and don’t allow them be free in their 
own “Country”. 
From this, they started their fight against Spain. Even was created a terrorist group 
which don’t include at the whole Basque Country, but is supported by a lot of them. 
This group is ETA, who has killed so many people for years, until its last “cease-fire” the 
20th of October of 2011. But nothing is a sure thing with them.  
In our theoretical chapter we talk about Benedict Anderson and Frantz Fanon. The first 
one explains his point of view about nationalism, and the second one talks about 
terrorism and the fight. 
And we have three working question where we talk about the reasons of Basque 
Country why they have this fight, about ETA and about the solutions or actions are 
done by the Spanish government to finish with this big problem. 
About the Problem Formulation How can Basque nationalism be understood by the 
Spanish government? We can conclude that Spanish government thinks is necessary to 
get the necessary tools to finish with the terrorism, not with the Basque nationalism. 
Spain understands that Basque nationalism is a good feeling while is not negative. 
While the people don’t need to use the violence to get the independency.  
Even Spain has negotiated with ETA to do that this group says no to the arms and to 
kill people.  
The big problem is clearly ETA and the people is supporting it, and supporting the 
violence. 
It’s not a bad feeling to love the place and the people where you live, but it’s not 
necessary to kill people. 
Although it’s still very difficult that the Basque Country gets the independence it’s still 
fighting and maybe someday can get it. But Spain is fighting against the terrorism not 
against the Basque Country. 
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